Region 2 Meeting at Rochester Institute of Technology

February 13, 2008

Introductions: 

President John Smith thanked everyone for attending and braving the weather and ice. All members are encouraged to wear the NYSFAAA nametags provided at the meetings, but ask that after meetings, to please return them to the officers and/or John. 

John mentioned that the Ag’s office called John after the December meeting to see how the AG reps were received, etc. John said that he told the representative who called that we at NYSFAAA do not like the misrepresentation of the community and organization. We do and will continue to abide by all rules but that as long as the AG references kickbacks, there will continue be some ill feelings and backlash from the NYSFAAA organization. He stated that we will not back down and that we as an organization need to continue to communicate the message to the AG’s office. John also thanked everyone for the toys for tot’s donations at the holiday meeting.

Updates: 

College goal Sunday:

CGS was on February 10th. 157 students were assisted. There were 53 volunteers and 23 were Financial Aid Officers, 10 volunteers from RIT 4, 1 U of R 1 med, 1 SUNY Geneseo, Bryant and Stratton, Nazareth, 2 lenders, Toni Greenlee and John Smith. John thanked everyone for assisting. The students needed the assistance and appreciated the help with completing the FAFSA.  Please consider participating in the future. Thank you to Tony for chairing this. 

Membership Update: 150 members in Current Membership. Down from 06-07. Margaret is trying to contact members who have expired. It is a slow process. Membership updates to the website will be forthcoming in the future. 

Treasury: Nora Bell. The treasury currently is at $1957.65

All bills have been paid.

Exec Counsel:  Cindy Kohlman

There have been two Exec council meetings since last Region 2 meeting. One in Buffalo in December and one in February. Meeting information is available on the list serve from the Exec council.  Last week’s meeting was in White Plaines. Currently the largest problem is revenue. Lenders cannot donate. Exec counsel will move 60K from reserves before June. Revenue sharing check for $845 will be coming soon to Region 2. Other factors are expenses and trainings that are quickly approaching. Much of the meeting in February was about budgeting. Operation budgets are now going to be discussed at the regional levels. Heather asked Exec council to keep a copy of the expenses. What is budgeted, spent, etc? At the end of the fiscal year EC is supposed to send a balanced budget to the chair. There is much work to do. Heather wanted EC to view the budget, review the income, and line items. Heather made a comment and wanted EC to approach the regions review line items and cut, make priorities, etc, EC expenses will be the first to be cut. For the requested activity, Cindy asked that we as members go through the income line items and marl the priority items (5 being highest and 1 being lowest).  Each region will do this and return to EC. This will help for the EC June meeting when balancing the budget.  EC will be meeting in Glens Falls with our accountants/investment firm to see what and how we can manage the budget. Website enhancement will be forth coming and hopefully a demonstration will be available at our March meeting. 

A donation from Lumina Foundation, whose focus is for Educational related Grants, was made for College Goal Sunday 08. Grant writing will begin to be more instrumental in funding NYSFAAA and professional development and we may need to approach Lumina and other sources for funding. 

Each Member was asked to share one of their #1’s and one of their #5s. Below is the outcome of the number of members supporting each area. 

5’s: - Most priority




#1’s- Least Priority

Dues- 24





Exec Council - 15

Annual Conference 5 




Awards- 6

Novice – 1





Communication-2

Sponsored support- 2




Tri regional training- 3

CGS- 1





Early Awareness- 2

Professional Services- 1

Ethics and professional standards- 1

Regional training- 4

Novice training – 8

Annual Conference- 6

School counselor wksp- 5

CGS- 7

NYSFAAA scholarship 7

Discussion ensued on what was important and what was not for the budget. 

When AG comes forward with the RFP heather will be ready to make sure that we receive at least 6 of the 10M available. 

John thanked Cindy for being on EC. 

John mentioned that his term is up and is asking Debbie Monsour who is handling the elections to speak. Debbie is trying to get everyone elected by the end of May. Open nominations on March 17th (St. Patrick’s day)- through April 11th. Ballots will be up on line after that.
Three weeks for open voting and announcement of new officers the 3rd week of May. 

Product presentation: 

Student Loan Express- Brian Levy Spoke about My lender List.  

SLMA- Joshua Paul- 
ELM Resources- Michael Hartman-

Tuition Management System- Carl Firlings, spoke about Borrow Smart

SUNY Brockport has been selected for Novice Training and will be the site for the next three years. 

Adjournment- John thanked everyone for attending. 

Attendees:

Kathleen Armstrong- M & T Bank

Brian Levy- SLX

Jerome Moss- Keybank

Rachel Barker- AFC

Melissa Everetts- RIT

Darcie Stephens- B of A

Toby Dye- RIT

Kristina Seewagan- RIT

Verna Hazen- RIT

Troy Robinson- RIT

Mindy Class- RIT

Todd Marvin- Boces 2

Charmel Trinidad- St. Bernard’s

Nora Bell- SUNY Brockport

Scott Atkinson- S UNY Brockport

Jon Von Blargan- FLCC

Mark Schwartz- MCCC

Dawn Langdon- HESC

Debi Mansour- Citibank

Jon Heininger- U of R

Katrina Delgrosso- Chase

Carolyn Serron – RIT

Rachel Shuman- RIT

Peter Fagan- RIT

Carol Baiconle- RIT

John R. Smith- Roberts Wesleyan College

Corrine Franklin- RIT

Sherri Sheppard- HSBC

Ithrene Cameron- SLMA

Dorcia Ulysses- Diallo- SUNY Geneseo

Steve Field- Roberts Wesleyan College

Anne Barton- NSLP

Karen Blankenburg- Wachovia

Steve Dodd- Tuition Management Systems

Carl Firlings- Tuition Management Systems

Theresa Gieseke- TERI

Andrea Adar- Tuition Management Systems

Marie Longyear- St. John Fisher College

Cindy Kohlman – St. John Fisher College

Janice Scheutzow- Nazareth

Olga Wirlo- Nazareth

Marc Woolf- HESC

Sandy Stevenson- EdFunds

Ambrose Price- Citizens. 

