Region 2 Meeting at Roberts Wesleyan College

September 25, 2008
Opening/Welcome:
     Chair John Smith thanked everyone for attending. All members are encouraged to sign the attendance sheet and wear the NYSFAAA nametags provided. John also asked everyone to please return their nametag to the box on the main table, so that we may continue to recycle them for each Region meeting. Although we had a small group-21 total, we took the first few minutes to introduce ourselves.

Updates:

Treasury: 
    Nora Bell gave the Treasury update. The balance is currently at $1036.23. The revenue sharing check for the Region should be received soon. The check is based on five dollars per person, dependent upon the membership count as of June 30th.

Membership:
   Margaret Christian stated that we have 158 members. While there wasn’t a current report, there will be a membership list to review at the next meeting for updates. Margaret also stated that any requests for mailing labels or any questions concerning membership may be directed to her.

Mentoring:  
    Anne Barton gave the Mentoring report. Region 2 members were present at Novice in Brockport this year to assist the Novice attendees on Day 1 with their luggage. Many of the Novice attendees were very surprised and pleased to have help from current Region 2 members.  The three Novice attendees from Region 2 are all members of the staff at the University of Rochester. They were unable to make the meeting, so we will be recognizing them at our next meeting. 
Region 2 Service Award:
      Mark Schwartz presented Toni Greenlee with the Region 2 Service Award. Toni has done amazing work with College Goal Sunday for our Region and richly deserves this award.

HESC Update:
       Dawn Langdon presented the HESC update. Topics included NYSAVES file adaptation, HESC Administrative Workshop dates (November 19th in Buffalo and November 20th in Syracuse), TAP and Grant application processing updates, NYS Veterans Award and Leaders of Tomorrow Scholarship updates and a reminder to keep your EFAN ID agreements current. Anyone who wishes to have a copy of the update can e-mail Dawn at dlangdon@hesc.org.

Executive Council Update:

     Cindy Kohlman gave the Executive Council update. This update consisted of information from both the June Exec Council meeting and the September meeting.

The next meeting will occur Tuesday October 21st at the NYSFAAA Conference in Buffalo. There will not be a December meeting of Exec Council, however there will be one in Albany February 2009.  Cindy’s full report is very long and detailed and was delivered via the Region 2 Listserv.  In addition, Cindy asked that everyone review the Ethics and Professional Standards Committee Statement of Principles (Draft Proposal) and get their feedback to Howard Leslie by the beginning of October. In addition, the NYSFAAA Long Range Plan will be presented at a subsequent meeting.

NYSFAAA T-shirt orders:

      Vince Scalise has an abundance of NYSFAAA t-shirts. They can be purchased for $15 a piece. 

Guidance Counselor Workshop:

We are looking to receive raffle items donated from schools again this year. The guidance counselors really enjoy them. Contact Nancy Vanzetta at vanzetnm@flcc.edu.

Chairperson’s Report:
        John Smith discussed dates for the next meeting. It was decided that a November meeting would not be needed, with the conference being late October and all the events that occur in November. John has booked the New York Room at SUNY Brockport for the holiday meeting on December 11th. John is also interested in suggestions for training for our meetings.

Region II Wii Bowling Team:
     Anne Barton recruited volunteers for the Region II Wii bowling team to compete in the Wii Bowling Tournament at the NYSFAAA Conference. Dawn Langdon, Cindy Kohlman, Dave Weaver and Olga Wirlo make up the team with John Smith as an alternate. Team name and shirt design is being decided. All Region II members are encouraged to come cheer on their team. Cash prizes will be given to the Region who wins the tournament.

Training:
    John Austin of HESC travelled out from Albany to give us an update on SLATE.  John let us know that SLATE is a law, but currently there aren’t any regulations that have been accepted, despite Joe Frey’s hard work at writing them. Currently they haven’t been approved, nor is there any money to fund enforcement of such regulations.  The Attorney General’s office staff have “shopped” two colleges, Manhattanville and Sarah Lawrence. They are coming in under the guise that they are parents seeking information. It is important that schools are aware of this and that their staff in their front offices be knowledgeable of the school’s processes.  John also discussed the College Access Challenge Grant that HESC has been given, which will be used to support things such as the Guidance Counselor Workshop. Lastly, John discussed New York State’s Alt. Loan Program. He is asking for any and all suggestions to be send to nyloan@hesc.org.

Adjourned:
     John Smith thanked everyone for coming and adjourned the meeting. Lunch was served and the day ended with networking.
