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2009-10 Grants and Scholarships Update

As of September 21, HESC had processed almost 595,000 applications for the 2009-10 academic year, 88% of which were filed electronically and through the multi-year process.  This is an increase of over 52,000 over a comparable period during the 2008-09 cycle.

New for 2009-10

Effective with the 2009-10 academic year, income from state, local and federal pensions will be included with taxable New York State income for the purpose of determining TAP award eligibility. Pension income data has not yet been collected or verified by HESC, consequently, some estimated awards may be recalculated if family members received government pension income in 2008. HESC will inform applicants of this new requirement.

HESC will e-mail all applicants for the 2009-10 academic year, inviting students to visit HescWeb to view their TAP awards, review data used in award determination, and make changes where appropriate.

New York State Veterans Tuition Awards Program, Tuition Assistance Program, and Federal “Post-9/11” Processing Issues

Recently, New York State and federal programs have been enhanced to offer improved higher educational opportunities and benefits for eligible veterans. In some cases, these programs offer overlapping and duplicative tuition benefits. 

The “Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2008” (Program) is a federal program that, beginning August 1, 2009, is providing funds specifically for tuition, fees and other educationally-related costs for eligible veterans. Under the Program, schools must certify the total amount of tuition and the total amount of fees charged to a student. The certified amount reported to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) should not be reduced for pending or subsequent payments to be credited to the student’s account from a State scholarship, grant, award or any Title IV funds.

The Program also establishes the “Yellow Ribbon G.I. Educational Enhancement Program” (Yellow Ribbon), in which private colleges and universities can voluntarily enter into an agreement with the VA to provide matching funds to cover all or a portion of any remaining charges for tuition and fees, prior to application of a State scholarship, grant or award. 

In general, the combined tuition benefits available to a student cannot exceed the student’s total tuition costs. Tuition payments received by a veteran under the Program and Yellow Ribbon component will be considered duplicative of any VTA and/or TAP award the veteran student may have received. Veterans receiving Program benefits will have their federal awards applied towards any State VTA and/or TAP payment.

All students who are eligible for the VTA will have that award listed on their records at HESC and will receive the benefit of the tuition payment. Payment for those awards will be sent to colleges on behalf of the student, consistent with current practice. 


A school must report the amount of a Program and any Yellow Ribbon award to HESC in the certification process. If a federal award is received after the state award has been made, the college will refund to HESC any amount in excess of the tuition charges.
More information can be found in Financial Aid Services Bulletin 2009-012 on HESC’s website and
HESC will add specific instructions to the “Policy and Procedures Manual” and to “TAP Coach.”  
Direct questions regarding this bulletin to: 

      Operational Services: 518-474-3552, operations@hesc.org or the NYS Division of Veterans’ Affairs, 1- 

      888-VETSNYS (1-888-838-7697), dvainfo@ogs.state.ny.us; or visit www.veteran.ny.gov for more                                       

      information.

Statutory Change to Grants and Scholarships Programs Continues

The 2% statutory reduction in award amounts, implemented in 2008-09, continues for 2009-10 and applies to all systemically processed non-TAP programs including, the Scholarships for Academic Excellence, the Regents Professional Opportunity Scholarships, the Regents Health Care Opportunity Scholarships, the Veterans Tuition Awards, the Child of Veteran Awards, and the Volunteer Recruitment Service Scholarships.

Technical Amendments to the Higher Education Act
On July 1, 2009, President Obama signed into law H.R.1777 – a bill that makes technical amendments to the Higher Education Act. The effective date of these changes is August 14, 2008, as if enacted by the Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008, unless otherwise specified. 

Below are important changes this law makes to the student loan program.

Entrance Counseling

      Clarifies that guaranty agencies and lenders are permitted to perform financial aid entrance counseling for                                                                                                                                                                                                  
      students on behalf of a school.

Loan Rehabilitation

       Permits guaranty agencies to assign defaulted loans eligible for rehabilitation to the Department until              

       October 2011, if due to market conditions, they have not been able to sell these loans to eligible lenders.

Treatment of Federal Veterans’ Educational Benefits

      Moves up the effective date ensuring veterans’ educational benefits are excluded in determining a 
      veteran’s eligibility for federal financial aid from July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2009. 
Private Loan Self-Certification Form

       Excludes Expected Family Contribution (EFC) from information that must be given to students for the 

       private loan self-certification form.


Questions regarding this guidance should be directed to the Office of Regulatory Compliance at 518 473-3986, toll free at 1-866-431-HESC (1- 866-431-4372); press 6, orakspolicy@hesc.org.

ED Issues Revised FFEL Loan Deferment Request Forms

On July 30, 2009, the U.S. Department of Education issued DCL FP-09-06, which includes the approved revised versions of the following deferment requests:

       •     In-School; 



•     Public Service; 

       •     Unemployment 


•     Economic Hardship; 

       •     Parent PLUS Borrower 

•     Education Related; 

       •     Temporary/Total Disability; and      •      Parental Leave/Working Mother.


These forms were updated to reflect changes to the terms and conditions of the deferments that were made by the Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008 and the final regulations published on October 23, 2008. The expiration date of these revised deferment requests is 05/31/2012.

Program participants may begin distributing the new forms to borrowers immediately. Beginning January 1, 2010, only the revised forms with the 05/31/2012 expiration date may be provided to borrowers. However, the previous versions for the forms may continue to be processed after that date.

Please direct questions regarding this announcement of the Office of Regulatory Compliance at 1-518-473-3986; toll free at 1-866-431-HESC (1-866-431-4372), press 6; or by e-mail at askpolicy@hesc.org.

HESC Announces College Access Challenge Grant Awards
The New York State Higher Education Services Corporation (HESC) recently announced awards for the College Access Challenge Grant Program, a two-year, $8.2 million federal grant initiative that focuses on motivating New York’s at-risk youth to successfully prepare for and graduate from college. HESC has been designated by Governor David A. Paterson to administer the grant program.

The eight sub-grants are awarded to schools, agencies and community-based organizations across New York were selected through a competitive process. These grantees will receive a series of sub-grants of up to $400,000 to support specific services for high-need students and their families to help them learn about and prepare for making college and career choices.

The College Access Challenge Grant recipients and the areas they will serve:

City School District of New Rochelle: Lower Hudson Valley
Commission on Independent Colleges and Universities: Western New York

Hillside Work Scholarship Connection: Central New York
Institute For Student Achievement: Lower Hudson Valley
Manhattan College: New York City Metropolitan Area
On Point for College, Inc.: Central New York
Research Foundation of the City of New York: New York City Metropolitan Area
Research Foundation of SUNY on Behalf of SUNY Cobleskill: Eastern New York


Services provided by the grants include:
      •     College readiness, academic skill building and summer support programs 
      •     Career planning strategies 

      •     Youth advocacy and mentoring with college student partners 

      •     Training for college advisors 

      •     Family workshops on college financing and completing financial aid applications 

      •     Debt management and financial literacy workshops

For more information: contact Kathy Crowder, Sr. Vice President for Communications at 518-402-1448; kcrowder@hesc.org.

Student Get Financial Aid Information at NY College Fairs

Thousands of high school students will soon be starting their college search by visiting college fairs across New York State. Representatives from the New York State Higher Education Services Corporation (HESC) will be available at many college fairs to inform students and families about their financial aid options. HESC is the State’s student financial aid agency, administering New York’s Tuition Assistance Program, which provided more than $827 million in grants to more than 300,000 students last year, more than any other state in the nation.
Below are the workshop dates being held throughout the State.

	2009 Schedule of College Fairs

	When
	What
	Time
	Where

	September 22
	Community Action Organization of Erie County College Fair
	10:00 am - 2:00 pm
	TBD

	September 22
	Kiwanis Club of Farmington-Victor College Fair
	6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
	Eastview Mall 
Victor, NY

	September 23
	Rochester Counselor's College Night
	6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
	Marketplace Mall 
Henrietta, NY

	September 24
	Rochester Counselor's College Night
	6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
	Greece Town Mall 
Greece, NY

	September 27
	Nassau Counselor's College Fair
	Noon - 3:00 pm
	SUNY Old Westbury
Old Westbury, NY

	September 30
	NYS Counseling Association College Fair
	9:00 am - 12:00 pm, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
	Hudson Valley Community College
Troy, NY

	October 4
	Nat'l Admissions Counselor's College Fair
	11:00 am - 4:00 pm
	Nassau Coliseum
Uniondale, Long Island, NY

	October 14
	Big Apple College Fair - Bronx
	5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
	Herbert H. Lehman High School
Bronx, NY

	October 15
	Big Apple College Fair - Manhattan
	TBD
	New York, NY

	October 16
	Big Apple College Fair -Brooklyn
	1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
	Kingsborough Community College
Brooklyn, NY

	October 17
	Big Apple College Fair - Staten Island
	1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
	College of Staten Island
Staten Island, NY

	October 18
	Big Apple College Fair - Queens
	1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
	St. John's University
Queens, NY

	October 19
	So. Westchester Guidance Expo & College Fair 
	9:00 am - 2:00 pm Guidance Expo
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm College Fair
	White Plains County Center
White Plains, NY

	October 20
	Northen Westchester College Fair
	6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
	Yorktown Heights High School
Yorktown, NY

	October 21
	Greater Binghamton Colllege Day
	11:00 am - 2:00 pm, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
	Broome Co. Veterans Memorial Arena
Binghamton, NY

	October 22
	Western Suffolk Counselor's College Fair
	8:30 am - 11:30 am, 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm
	Suffolk Co. Community College-Brookhaven
Selden, NY

	October 24
	The College Expo
	9:00 am - 4:00 pm
	Jacob Javits Center
New York, NY


