EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING

JULY 23 , 2008 via conference call

OFFICIAL

COUNCIL:  Kerry Lubold, Heather McDonnell,  Nancy Teodecki, Earl Trethway,  Tom Dalton,  Maria DeInnocentiis , Gina Soliz,  Cindy Kohlman, Curt Guame,  Nancy Brewer, Maria Barlaam
Absent: Lynn Chilson, Pat Arcuri, Angela Van Dekker  

STATE CHAIRS: Bill Cheetham, John View

HESC LIAISON: Jen Dwire

CALL  TO ORDER 2:04 P.M. – H. McDonnell

AGENDA ITEM: Revisiting Motion of March 20, 2008 regarding exhibitor/vendor rooms for Conference 2008.

Bill Cheetham presented two points for discussion: need of 3rd party to co-ordinate lending area and need to have 2 separate areas (non-lending and lending).

Update:

· ON-POINT For College, our charity for this conference, has withdrawn their support to assist with the ‘lending vendor’ room. They will not be able to support the task sufficiently given their staffing. 

· At conference hotel there is a ‘main traffic’ area which will house the non-lender exhibits, but no space for a second, separate vendor area in a main traffic area. For comparison purposes  at EASFAA and NASFAA conferences the lending area was situated in the main traffic area.

Given these two recent developments, he has received some guidance from Joe Frey.

Mr. Frey was asked if we do need separate vendor areas, and if lenders do occupy the same space as non-lenders, do we still need a 3rd party to co-ordinate the lending participants.

His response was if we are only charging the lender exhibitors for the space/drayage, there is no need for a separate space or a 3rd party to co-ordinate. 

Bill is therefore asking council to consider, relying on our expertise from Mr. Frey,

to have only 1 exhibit area and that NYSFAAA will co-ordinate the exhibit area. The lending community will only pay the cost of exhibiting.

Question from council: why are we revisiting this if a motion was approved in March

Bill’s response :  At the point we made this decision we didn’t have Mr. Frey’s information that having one room with lending and non-lending exhibitors was acceptable. Now that we have his expert interpretation, we would like to move forward with a ‘unified’ area and present the appearance of ‘ back to normal’ business, rather than set a precedence of two separate rooms for future conferences.  Comments from council: the SUNYFAP vendor area at the April conference was poorly attended since it was off the main traffic area. Additionally, some schools have eased off on restricting their employees from the ‘lender area’.  

Question from council regarding perception. Discussion: comments from council members who have attended recent conferences- one room didn’t stop folks from visiting, although some regions indicated that there still is an issue with the perception and the code of conduct. However, the  ‘reality’ is that we can have one area and this is what we should be presenting to our members. 

MOTION: To overturn the March 20th motion concerning the  lender motion.

G.Soliz.T.Dalton.  8 AYES, 2 ABSENTIONS. MOTION PASSES.
J. View asked for clarification that the conference committee can now remit all funds directly to NYSFAAA . Since motion is over-turned, the procedures are up to the conference committee.

Exhibitors will register as conference participates and will join as a member.

Questions from council:

*Cost to lender versus non-lender and any issue paying 2 separate fees?
  There will be a set fee for the booth for a lender. The non-lending exhibitor will have the set   

  fee plus an opportunity to donate additional funds to support the conference.

*For treasurer: are separate revenue streams possible for audit purposes? 

  Tom indicated that this can be done.

*How to share information with regions? 

  Heather indicated that regional representatives can send out information to regions as they feel    

  appropriate.

OTHER BUSINESS:

Nancy followed-up on the question at the June meeting about T-shirts. Vince Scalise has the

 t-shirts and if any region  wishes to have some to sell to members, you can contact him. His 

 e-mal address is vscalise@collegeloan.com
MOTION TO ADJOURN 2:35 P.M. K.Lubold/N. Brewer

